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Princeton dazes Nottingham

Sunday, September 13, 2009

By RICK FORTENBAUGH
Staff Writer

HAMILTON TWP. — Depending on which sideline you were standing on, this was either a thrilling come-from-behind victory or a depressing example of how to completely self destruct.

Either way, it was Princeton beating Nottingham, 19-14, in a Colonial Valley Conference football opener yesterday in a game with more twists and turns than a bag of pretzels.

To set the stage, host Nottingham appeared to have everything under control with a 14-3 lead at the half.

Princeton had opened the scoring with an initial long drive that resulted in a short field goal, but Nottingham had replied with two touchdowns in the second quarter. The first was a 1-yard sneak by quarterback Mike Newlin and the second was a 1-yard plunge by Andre Simmons.

In hindsight, the first half might have been a bit too easy for the Northstars because they came out flat in the third quarter and Princeton took full advantage by getting right back in the game.

Princeton’s first possession of the second half went 48 yards and was capped by a 24-yard touchdown throw from Mike Olentine to Trevor Barsamian on a swing pass.

Late in the third quarter Princeton cut the Nottingham lead to 14-13 when Brian Vieten booted a 29-yard field goal. It was during this drive that Nottingham also made the first of its big blunders by running into the kicker on a missed field goal and giving Vieten a second chance.

It only got worse for frustrated Nottingham from there as it first fumbled the ball away at the Princeton 25-yard line.

After the second of two interceptions by Nottingham’s Andy Vital, the Northstars then appeared to have Princeton all set up for the kill with a first down at the Little Tiger 15-yard line.

Instead, a wide-open receiver dropped the easiest of catches in the end zone and Nottingham then came up short on a fourth-down run at the Princeton 13-yard line.

What followed was one of the wildest plays of this or any season as Olentine first threw a short pass to Nick Miranda. Turning up field, Miranda raced 20 or so yards before being hemmed in by the Northstar secondary.

Just when it appeared the play was about over, however, Miranda alertly lateraled the ball to Doug Bryant, who raced 65 yards down the left sideline for the winning touchdown.

“It was a wide receiver screen,’’ recalled Bryant. “What happened after that wasn’t planned at all. I was just trying to block for him and then he (Miranda) gave me the ball. It was a really heads-up play on his part.’’

Nottingham was understandably dazed at this point, but it did still have nearly four minutes to work with and Jon Adams’ team has long had the reputation of one that won’t quit.

Sure enough, Newlin quickly hooked up on passes of 18 and 36 yards to Robert Wiggs as Nottingham roared down to the Princeton 24. Three runs later, Nottingham got even closer with a first down at the Little Tiger 11-yard line.

After a short run and delay of game penalty, Newlin connected with a wide-open receiver who seemed surely destined for the end zone. In keeping with the theme of the second half, the Northstar receiver fumbled the ball away on the Princeton 1-yard line as the apparent winning TD turned into a cruel nightmare.

Nottingham would have gotten one more shot if it could have held on downs, but it then jumped offsides and three running plays allowed Princeton to pick up one more first down and run out the clock.

“We beat ourselves,’’ said Adams.

No neutral observer who saw this game would argue that point.

Princeton (1-0)  3 0 10 6 — 19

Nottingham (0-1)  0  14 0 0 — 14

P-Vienten 22 field goal

N-Newlin 1 run (Melvin kick)

N-Simmons 1 run (Melvin kick)

P-Barsarnian 25 pass from Olentine (Vienten kick)

P-Vieten 29 field goal

P-Bryant 66 run (pass failed)

 P N 

First Downs 11 12 

Rushing 30-139 38-198

Passing 8-16-2 5-10-0

Pass Yards 131 82

Sacks-Yards 0-0 2-13

Fumbles-Lost 1-0 3-2

Penalties-Yards 5-35 5-70

Punts-Avg. 1-29 2-20

Individual Statistics

Princeton

RUSHING: Mike Olentine 5-0; Trevor Barsamian 14-25; Josh Gordon 10-49; Doug Bryant 1-65.

PASSING: Olentine 8-16-2, 131 yards.

RECEIVING: Nick Miranda 4-65; Bryant 2-29; Barnarnian 1-24.

Nottnigham

RUSHING: Mike Newlin 5-27; Robert Simmons 2-17; Andy Vital 11-84; Robert Wiggs 1-16; Andre Simmons 18-57; Sam Odubasa 1-2.

PASSING: Newlin 5-10-0, 67 yards.

RECEIVING: Wiggs 4-67; Brandon Tucker 1-15.

INTERCEPTIONS: Vital 2-11.

SACKS: Miguel Colon 1-7; Reggie Lochard 1-6.
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