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CVC teams
face many
challenges

BY KEVIN MALONEY
SPEGIAL TO. THE TIMES
Them aresome areunci the area
who leok at the Lawrence High
foothall program and feel sympa-
thyforthe way the Cardinals have
had {6 endure one heartbreaking
defeat aiter another come playoff
time over the last five years.
.But : Lawrence head -coach
Rob Radice prefers to look at his
team’:s_-mc“ent; p_layéff history--in 2
ght:

and*- got h&re We baxeiy knew
what-_t £ playoffs were here m

we expect ourkidsto Mo 1 get (o
the playofts). Ask (Notre Dame
head} coach (Chappy), Moore
how many times he's been to the
playoffs and how many winig he
has. That by no medngisa shght
By rio means. It’s'a diftieult thmg
t0 do towin inthe playoffs.”

‘The Cardinals, ‘who will'make
their ninfh: appearance in the
state playoffs in school history to-
morrow afternoon at 1, are hoping
thiata changé i veriue will equate
toachangein outcome when they
hit the road for the playoffs for the
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COLOWIAL DIVISION

“Conferatice ANl Games
WL PF PA W E BEPA
#-Malze Darme 4 0110 30 9 0288 @©
Lawrence 31 94105 7 2231 190
Hamiiton: 207 4 14 4188 147
W-F South 1 3 5 T 5 4181 134
Tenton 9 4 44 87 7 715 181

: YALLEY-DIVISION

Conference . Al Gamaes
W L PF PA W L PF_PA
y-Princeton 2 158 -3% & 3 383 119
y-Steinert 2.1 48 3] 5 F 94 08
Hottingham 12 54 53 3 @ 123 256
Hightstoun 178 64 1§ I

. PATRIOT DIVISION

. Conference ~  All Games
o WoOLURECRA W L REPA
WNRNoh - 4 Di13Z4% 1 6 3 18% 130
Ewing 2 2 .90 66 3 & 15% 26
Allentown 2 2 71113 4 4 189 a8
Robbingiille: 1 35870 2 5 -85 158
Hopewell Valley. 1.3, 3¢ B8 7123 165
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B m«:hampmm :

a Neptune feam that ehmmated
them from’ the state pIayoffs Iast

year,

-Liawrence is-just: one of 'a re-
cord four. Colcmal Valley Confer—

look;mg for n‘,s first playoff win in
schodl history, will travel to take
on the No. 3 seed, Ocean Tovm-
ship, while Princeton, the No. 7
seed, will have the difficult task of
trying to-upset a talented Monroe
team, which-enters the showdown
with & 7-1 mark and the second
seed.

- Rounding ‘out: the local four-
somels eighth- seeded West Wind-
sor-Plainisboro North, which wil
look to pull off the upset of all up-
sets when it heads down to try to

crmmeed #lin Fam eand  SHEAATAE s

South Al three games are aﬁ 7
pa: :
West Wmdsor Piambow South
is baek in the state teumament
forthe fifth straight year, this time
as the'No. 5:seed where it:draws 4
tough fourth-seeded East Bruns-
wick teani: fonight: at T at East
Brunswiek. - o0
‘Notre:Dame. & the Ione ove
team that won't have fo get ona
bus and mt the road as the sec-

Bergen Ga%hoilc, the No 7 seed

tomight-at 7 under the lights at

Monszgnor Walter E. Nolan Field
inthe Non-Pubhc Group IV play-
offs. . oo
Two other Timey area teams
Wil also be involved in playoff af-
fairs {his-‘weekend. Mortgomery
will look to avenge a 2007 playolf
loss to Howell .where the Cou-
gars; the No. 7 seed, will look o
stiap -4 three-game slid af the
gecond-seeded Rebels’ expense
tonight at i in the Group IV‘ Cen-
trdl playoffs.

Florence, the No, 6 seed in
Group 1 Central, will look fo ex-

ant snma vavansn fran Wirhland

Park, the third seed, tomorrow
afternoon at 1. The Owls snapped
the Flashes. streak of four con-
secutive Group I Central titles hy
eliminating Florence, 20-17, last
year

Most peopie aﬂihated with high
school. football believe, having a
home playoff game, and. thus a
home erowd, provides the feam
with an Inherent advantage

While Lawrence standout’ de-
fensive. Jineman  Ethan Posey
doesn’t quite dismiss that notion,
there is dn equally advantageous
aspeci of playing in.the-opposi-
tion's house. -

“Silencing the crowd is the best
cheer you can possibly have”
Posey sald. - “When-you. know
yowre coming. in-and execut:
ing and doing what you've been
coached to do and you're in an
opponents stadmm_ eyerything

Havmg game changmg taﬁ
back Keith Sherman back in the
Hneup for the thxrd stralght week
aftertiie versatpe senior was side-
Hried for five weeks with a toin
MCL, should ¢ertainly help the
Cardinals’ chanees of executing
at a high level, |

In the four: games Sherman
has played thi season, not only
has he acerued 624 yards and 12
touchdowns on 75 carrles, but
the offerise is aﬁkreragmg 144 more
yards per game with him on the
field.

WPho nﬁhﬁdr.:mno ho hrinoe tn

the offensive side of the baliis phe-
nomenal,” Radice said, “I think
we tissed that. Keith brings that
confidence level that ‘I can do

that. Just keep on giving me the
hall aned P11 oot i done ’ He kind

= MARTIN GHK—"FJTHE TRMFSi
Lawrence High s Ethan Posey (71}, shown here tackling Steinert’s
Judens Goimbert in a game last month, tiopes the Cammala, for
once; come ot on'the: wannmg end of a plaveff game. ™

of brings ﬁa’ offens'e' What Ethan

bringsto the dﬁfense thatJeader

ship, that confidenselevel® = .
Contact Kevin Maloney af Kev

e ?nnm:??@wnhnr} oo,



