Princeton starts fast, sustains, wins

By BOBBY LOESCH
For The Trentonian ,
PRINCETON — Start fast,
then sustain. That’s the man-
tra that wrote the story of

Princeton’s 21-12 victory over.

Hopewell Valley on a Wmdy
and cloudy Saturday afternoon
at Princeton high school. '
While the Little Tigers’ (
offense played
well throughout the game,
head ‘coach Steve Everette
thought the key was th

seven points — which came on

a Josh Gordon rushmg touch-
down.

“We made 1t a p01nt of em-
~ phasis to get ‘off to a better
start today,” Everette id.
~ Gordon, who finished

team-high 105 yards on the

ground, echoed his coach’
sentiment.

cons1stent1y'k

“We never usually come out
- and score in the first quarter

said the senior running back,
whose touchdown gave Princ

_ton a lead it never relinquish

ed. “We showed them some-
thing new, they got flustered,

~and that opened it up for our:

"‘Hopewell (2-4) played a fels-‘

ty game until the final whistle.

The Bulldogs could have tied

the game | in the second quarter
follc wing a Tim Sutton 3-yard

‘f'but the, two-

Followmg its touchdown,

contr vers1a1 111egal
ment penalty gave the ball

back to Princeton. ,
The Little Tigers capltahzed
on the call. Quarterback Mike

’opewell took a gamble and
recovered an onside kick, but a o

_equip-

Tn the second half Pr1nceton

‘got contributions from both

running backs. Senior Trevor

 Barsamian punched in a 1-
yard touchdown to give the

Little Tigers a 21-6 lead one
play after an 82-yard sideline

run by Gordon put Princeton

on the goal line.
“They were trying to cut off
the outside,” said Gordon. “So

‘coach said press the mlddle

then go outside.”

Hopewell threatened the def-
icit when quarterback Drew
Semple rushed for a 3-yard

touchdown less than a minute
left in the game, but a missed

extra point put the game too

far out of reach

Though Princeton got seven
less first downs and 48 less
yards on the sround,; the run-
ning game was the main com-

‘ponent of the victory.

“My offensive linedid a great
job,” said Everette, when
asked to ‘name the ‘game’ ’s
MVP.

Now s1tt1ng at b- 1 Prlnceton
has its eye on the playoffs but
isn’t losing focus on the regu-
lar season schedule. ,

“We’re trying to hold our po-
sition in the playoffs, Ever-

‘ette sa1d before pausing then

adding, “— and get to the play-
offs 7

PINCETON 21‘
"HOPEWELL 12

Hopewell (2-
Princaton (5

P: Gordon 2 run (Vieten kick)

H= Sutton:3:run (run failed) :

P-Bryant 14 pass from Olentine (Vleten k;ck) :
P-Barsamian-1-tun(Vieten kicky

H-Semple 31un (k|ck failed)

First Downs
Rushing:
Passing
Pass Yards
Sacks by/Yards
Fumbles/Lost
Penalties/Yards
F‘un’ls/Avg :

lNDlVIDUAL STAT!ST!CS

HOPEWELL
RUSHING Drew Semplé 23:74°TD; Tim Suttor: 1~
3TD; Brian Fisher. 12:46; Matt Pagano 2-14; Sam
Roskos 7-22; Jeff Castagne 10:59.
PASSING: Castagne01 =1, Konrad 0-1-0; Semple
4:9:4; 60.yardsi !
RECEIV|NG Castagne 3-45; Mike Ryan 1-15.
SACKS: None.
INTERCEPTIONS: Adam Hite 1-35:
. “PRINCETON S

RUSHING Mike Olentine 4:22;-Trevor Barsam|an
8:40 TD:'Josh Gordon 12-105 TD .
PASSING: Olentine 11:17: 17142 Yards TD.
REGEIVING: Doug Bryant 5:75 TO; Nick eranda
1-17; Luke ordonnier 1-10; Gordon 2 14; Skye

| SACKS: NAT6E
; ,INTEF{CEPTIONS Ett|n215 ;




